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THE HISTORY OF MELISSA. 
(Concluded from page 102. ) 


As he did not dream that such a pro 
posal could possibly be rejected by a gif 


favors which he had already conferred up- 
on her, and in a resolution he had taken 
that a bank of fifty pounds, which he had 
-|then put into her hand, should be the last; 
ljadding that he expected that she should in 


in Melissa’s situation, imagining thatjone week leave the house. To this heavy 


every woman believed her virtue invio 


-jcharge she was not in a condition to re- 


late if her person was not prostituted, he/ply nor did he stay to see whether she 
took his measures accordingly It was/would attempt it, but hastily got into the 
bear the time in which his family had beenjcoach which immediately drove from the 


used to remove into the country: he 


.|door. Thus was Melissaa third time, by 


therefore, gave orders, that every thing|a sudden and unexpected desertion, ex- 
‘should be immediately prepared for the}posed to penury and distress, with this 
journey, and that the coach should bejaggravation, that ease and affluence were 
ready at six the next morning, a man and|become habitual; and that though she was 
herse being oe in the mean time,/not so helpless as at the death of her un- 


ito give notice o 


their arrival. The young|cle, she was exposed to yet greater dan- 


folks were a little surprised at this sudden/ger; for few that have been used to slum- 
removal; but though the ’Squire was a/ber upon downnd wake to festivity, can 
good natured man, yet as he governed his/resist the allurétments of vice which siill 


family with high authority, and as they 
perceived something had offended him, 
they did not inquire the reason, nor did 
‘they suspect it. Melissa packed up her 
thimgs as usual: and in the morning the 
young gentleman and his sister having by 
their father’s orders got into the coach, 
hecalled Melissa into the parlour; where 
in afew words, but with great acrimony, 
he reproached her with having formed a 

esign to marry his son without his con- 
Sent, an act of ingratitude which he said 
jastified him in upbraiding her with the 


offers ease and plenty, when the alterna- 
tive, are a flock-bed and a garret, short 
meals, coarse apparrel and perpetual la- 
bor. 

Melissa, as soon as she recovered from 
the stupor which had seized her, upon so 
astonishing and dreadful change of for- 
tune, determined not to accept the bounty 
of a person who imagined her to be un- 
worthy of it; nor to attempt her justifica- 
tion while it would render her veracity 
suspected, and appear to proceed only 
from the hope of being restored toa state 
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of sple ndid depeudence, from which je al-jjust going to put itinto the fire, w! en oy 
ousy or caprice might again at any ‘time an accidental glance she saw her tatier's 
remove her without. c cause and withvutjname: this immediate ‘ly engaged her at. 
notice; she had not indeed; any hope vlitention, and with great perturba un of 
being ever able to defend herself against! mindshe read an advertisement, in \: lich 





















































her accuser upon equal terms; nor dic si he he er father, said te have left his friends ; 
know how to subsist a single day, whe ‘ulabout eighteen years before, and to have ; 
she had returned his bill and quitted his) entered either into the army or the navy, , 
house: yet such was the dignity of he: | Was directed to apply to a person in Sta. r 
spirit that she immediately inclosed it ') ples-inn who could inform him of some. . 
a blank cover directed to him at his count-| thing greatly to his advantage. To this : 
ry seat, and calling up the maid who had, person Melissa applied with all the ar. . 
been left to take care of the house, sent dor of curiosity, and all tie tumult of es. 
her immediately with it to the post «dice. ‘pectation; she was informed that the eld | 7 
The tears then burst out which the azi-\er brother of the person.mentioned in the J : 
tation of her mind had before restrained; |advertisement, had lately died unmari- F 


and when the servant returned, she told/ed; that he was possessed of fitteen hund- t 
her all that had happened, and asked her! red a year, five hundred of which had : 


advice wliat she shoulddo. The girl, after;\descended to him from his father, and a 
the first emotions of wonder and pity had|one thousand had been left him by an un- p 
subsided, tuld her that she bad a sister|cle, which upon his death, there being ho ‘ 
who lodged i in a reputable house and took! male heir, had been Fam by his sisters - 
ip plain. work, to whom she would bejbut that a mistress who had lived with ; 
welcome, as she could assist her in her/him many years, and who had been treat- f ’ | 
business, of which she had often more than ed by the supposed heiresses with too | i 
1 she could do; and with whom she might) much lage and contempt, had in the § b, 
continue till more a eligible situation could bitterness her resentment published : 
be obtained. Melissa listened to this pro-| the iemieainend, having heard in the ei 
posal as to the voice of Heaven; her miad)family that there was a younger brother ts 


was suddenly relieved trom the most tor- -|abroad. iu 
menting perplexity, from the dread of} ‘The conflict of different passions that : 


an 

wandering about without money or em-| were at once excited with uncommon vio- ‘a 
ployment, exposed to the menaces of ajlence in the breast of Melissa, deprived is 
beadle or the insults of the rabble: she|her for a time of the power of reflection : 
was in haste to secure her good fort uune,|and when she became more calm, she et 
and felt some degree of pain lest she)knew not by what method to attemptth hii 
should loose it by the earlier application|recovery of her right; her mind was be Bo 
of another; she therefore went immedi-|wildered amidst a ‘thousand possibilities, ly 
ately with the maid to her sisters withiand distressed by the apprehension thal <a 
whem it was soon agreed that Melissa/all might prove ineffectual. After much whi 
should work for her board and lodging;|thouglt and many projects, she recollect and 
for she would not consent to accept as ajed that the capt. whose servant brought ies 
gift, that which she could by any meausjher to England, could probably afford her for 
deserve a8 a payment. mure assistance than any other perso; B ,,. 


While Melissa was a journeywomanjas he had been often pointed out to he Bond 
to a person, who but a few weeks beforelin public places by the ’Squire, to whom Rs 
would have regarded her with envy, andjher story was well knowns she wast: ned 
approached her with confusion; it hap-|quainted with bis person, and knew thit Bou. 
pened that a suit of linen was brought| within a few months he was alives she Ved 
from the milliner’s, wrapped up in a news-|soon obtained direction to his house, and teh 
paver; the linen was put into the work-|being readily admited to a conference,sht B pac 
basket, and the paper being thrown care-|told him, with as much presence of iniad fron 
lessiy abuut, Melissa at last catched it uplas she could command that she was the ghe 
and was “a to read it; but perceiving! person whom his compassion had cil ¢he 
it bad teen published a fortuight, was|tribated to preserve when an infant ip te { 
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cofirmation of which she produced hisjing, she could perceive the servants run 
letter and the certificate which it in-}to and fro ina hurry, and the young lady 
closed; that by the death of her father’s|and her brother gazing through the win- 
eldest brother, whose family she had nev-|dow to see if they knew the livery: she 
er known, she was become intitled to alremarked every circumstance which de- 
veryconsider ble estate; but that she knew|noted her own impertance with exulta- 
not what evidence was to be  procured./tion, and enjoyed the selicitude which her 
nor with whom to intrust the management/presence produced among these, from 
of an affair in which wealth and influence) whose society she had so lately been dri- 
would be employed against her. The old/ven with disdain and indigvation. 

capt. received her with that easypoliteness} She now increased their wonder, by 
which is almost peculiar to his profession./sending a servant to acquaint the old gen- 
and with a warmth of benevolence that is/tleman, that a lady desired to speak with 
seldom found in any; he congratulatedjhim about urgent business, which would 
her upon so happy and unexpected an/not however long detain him: he courte- 
event; and without the parade of osten-jously invited the lady to honour him with 
tatious liberality; without extorting anther commands, hastened into his best 
explicit confession of her indigence, he|parlour, adjusted his wig, and put bim- 
gave hera letter to his lawyer, 1n whom|self in the best order to receive her: 
he said she might with the utmost secu-/she alighted, and displayed a rich un- 
rity confide; and with whom she would/dress which corresponded with the ele- 
have nothing more to do than to tell herjvance of her chariot, and the modish ap- 
story: “ And do not,” said he, “ doubt of/pearance of her servants. She contrived 
success, for I will be ready to testify|to hide her face, as she went up the walk 
what I know of the affair whenever I shall/that she might not be known too soon: and 
be called upon, and the woman who was/was immediately introduced fo her old 
present at your birth and brought you/friend, to whom she soon discovered her- 
over, still lives with me, and upen this!selfto his great astonishment: and before 
occasion may do you signal service.” jhe had recovered his presence of mind, 
Melissa departed melted with gratitude.!she addressed him to this effect, « You 
and elated with hope. The gentleman to\see, Sir, an orphan who is under the 
whom the Captain’s letter was a recom-|vreatest obligations to your bounty, but 
mendation, prosecuted her claim with sojwho has been equally injured by your 
much skill and assiduity, that within a/suspicions. When I was depending upon 
thonth she was put in the possession offliberality, I would not assert my inno- 
her estate. Her first care was to wait up-jcence, because I could not bear to be sus- 
on the Captain, to whom she now not on-!pected of falshood; but to assert it now, 
ly owed life but a fortune; he received/because I am the possessor of a paternal 
her acknowledgments with a pleasure,jestate, and because I cannot bear to be 
which only those who merit it can enjoy;;suspected of ingratitude; that your son 
and insisted that she should draw upon pressed me to marry him, is true; but it 
him for such sums as she should want be-/is no less true that L refused him. because 
fore her rents became due. She then took|I would aot disappoint your hopes, and 
very handsome ready furnished lodgings,|impoverish your posterity.” The old gen- 
and determined immediately to justify|tleman’s confusion was increased by the 
her conduct to the ‘Squire, whose kind-|wonders that crowded upon him; he first 
ness she still remembered, and whose re-}made some attempts to apologise for his 
sentment she had forgiven. With this|suspicions with awkwardness and hesita- 
view she set out in a chariot and six, at-|tion, then doubting the truth of appear- 
tended by two servants in livery on horse-jances, he broke off abrubtly and remain- 
back, and proceeded to his country seat,Jed silent; then reproaching himself, he 
from whence the family was not returned:|hegan to congratulate her upon her good 
she had laid at an inn within six miles of}fortune, and again desisted before he had 





e place, and when the chariot drove up|finished the compliment. Melissa per- 
té the door, as it was early in the morn-/ceived his perplexity and guessed the 
’ cary I : . 





LA a 


Sie ee 


a 



















_ the daughter of her friend, who gave her 
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cause; she was therefore about to account 
more particularly for the sudden change 
of her circumstances, but Miss, whose 
maid had brought her intelligence from 
the servants, that the lady’s name who 
was with her papa was Melissa, and that 
she was lately come to a great estate by 
the death of her uncle, could no longer 
restrain the impatience of her affection 
and joy: she rushed into the reom and 
fell upon her neck, with a transport that 
can only be felt by friendship and expres- 
ed by tears. When this tender silence 
was past, the scruples of doubt were soon 
obviated, the reconciliation was recipro- 
cal and sincere; the father led out his 
guest, and resented her to his son with 
an apology for his conduct to them both. 
Melissa had bespoke dinner and beds 
at the inn, but she was not suffered to 
return. Within a few weeks she became 


hand te his son, with whom she shared 
many years that happiness which is the 
reward of virtue. They had _ several 
children, but none survived them; and 
Melissa upon the death of her husband, 
which happened about seven pare ago, 
retired wholly from town to her estate 
in the country, where she lived beloved, 
and died in peace. 
——— + oo 
For the Parterre. 
TO— 
Oh' will you believe, when at distance I roam 
From the boweis ef pleasure, and happiness 
too, 
Oh! will you believe that my thoughts find a 
home, 
*Mid the scenes of delight I had wander’d 
with you? 





O! yes! there are times when the spirit can stray, 
On the bright wings of Fancy to wander afar, 
Those scenes of past pleasure enraptured survey, 
Which no sorrow could cloud and no misery 

mar. 


Thus oft in my castle of shadows I flee, 

To the seat of delight and the region of charms: 
And whenever I veniure a thought upon thee, 

J think of the cherub that sleeps in thy arms. 


And long may the pleasures that innocence 
knows, 
Flash bright from the eye of cerulean blue; 
And the sweetest of blessings that Heaven be- 
stows. 
Be pour’d in unceasing profusion on you, 
MONTALDO, 





ARTERRE. 






For the Paiterre. 
PROGRESS OF LOVE. 
LETTER I. 
Messrs. Editors, 


Before I relate the cause of my trou. 
bles, | must give some sinall account of 
myself by way ef apretace. When a per. 
son is introduced to another he likes to 
hear something of his history and charac. 
ter, in order to know with whom he is to 
he acquainted. 

When I was born,a bachelor uncle 
was on a visit to our family, and -eeing 
the young urchin who had been ushered 
into the world, he thought he saw in me 
a striking resemblance to himselt, and 
took quite a fancy to me. ‘his nota 
little surprized my father and mother, as 
he utterly disliked either women or chil- 
dren. My mother was not a little cha- 
grined that he should see such a resem 
blance between myself and him, for eve- 
ry mother would desire that people should 
think her child handsome, and it was but 
a poor compliment to say | looked like 
my uncle, who, poor man, never was 
blessed with much beauty, having a bro- 
ken back, one leg longer than the other, 
and his eyes looked directly athwart an 
uncommon large and homely nose as if 
they wished to see and become acquaint. 
ed with each other. However, my uncle 
was wealthy, and as he had no heir, he 
was flattered in his whim, and he deter 
mined that when I was weaned he would 
take me home with him and adopt meas 
his son. Accordingly, when I was a year 
old I was sent to him, and from that time 
he became remarkably fond of me and I 
of him. He determined to instil into me 
his own prejudices against the other ser, 
and when I grew older I was given to un- 
derstand that if I remained true to his 
cause and detested all woman-kind | 
should inherit his estate. ‘Thus educated 
I conceived an abhorrence of the fair 
sex, nor had I any reason to think other- 
wise, as the only woman about the hause 
was an old housekeeper, as great a termi 
gant as ever broke her husband’s head with 
the broom-stick. 

My uncle however never lived to see 
whether I should follow his advice and 





live forever an old bachelor, but died 
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when I was sixteen, leaving me, as he had 
said, his principal heir—As | was much 
under age @ guardian was chosen for me, 
and I was brought home to the city to 
finish my education—I aim yet three years 
in my minority. 

Having been accustomed to look upon 
the other sex with contempt, I could ne- 
ver pereeive a charm in beauty or receive 
entertainment from their conversation.— 
My mother often has scolded me for my 
foolish prejudices, as she calls them, and 
has taken every possible means to do 
them away. She thinks [ should forget 
the whims of my old uncle, and throw 
aside the prejudices [have imbibed from 
him and I will then view woman-kind in 
another light, for, she observed, “ Every 
thing looks green through green specta- 
cles.” All her arguments, were however 
without effect, until the other evening. at 





a party of my sister’s, | was introduced to 
Miss g 
er andl suppose would have falien into! 
a gentle doze, when this yeung lady, who’ 
sat next me commenced a conversation,| 
which politeness obliged me to carry on) 
with her—Her discourse was quite plea-, 
sing and her manners so interested me that 
I soon became quite delighted. I hap- 
pened to look around and catch my sis- 
ter’s eye, who gave me a wink which I 
well understood as intimating | was 


arian—— | was sitting in a corn-| 
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a charming girl, and that her mind was 
fully as polished as her manners. I 
dreamed all night of Marian; when I a- 
woke | was thinking of Marian; in fact 
almost every thing reminded me of somie- 
thing that Marian had said or that Mari- 
an had done. I found I had lost my usual 
vivacity and, without knowing it, I was 
continually weeny i upon the manner 
in which I passed the last evening. 1 tied 
my cravat over my waistcoat collar; put 
on one boot and one shoe, and in washing 
myself entirely forgot my face. In my 
way into the parlour | was too absent to 
observe that the door was partly open un- 
til I broke my nose against it. Breakfast 
not having yet appeared I took a walk 
around two or three squares for an appe- 
tite, and when I returned I was informed 
I had not thrown my night-cap aside. Un- 
fortunately I had met a number of female 


lacquaintance, whom I had remarked look- 
ed uncommonly pleasant or diverted at 


something which | now concluded was 
my night-cap, a subject that will probably 
afford them entertainment this fortnis it. 
At the breaktast table, in tasting my 
coffee, { ran the fork (with whichin mis- 
take I had been stirring it) in to my nether 
lip, and drank six cups in succession 
without considering what I was about. 
My morning’s walk seemed unaccoun- 
tably confined to the square in which 


at last caught in the apron strings of a;Marian lived, which L perpetually found 


pretty girl. Seeing that we were observ-, 


, Some excuse to pace backwards and for- 


ed I determined to change the conversa-|wards, although 1 had, previously, avoid- 
tion to such subjects, as from my opinionjed that street as uncommonly disagreea- 


of the poor abilities of females, I was cer- 
tain she could not support, and exhibit at 
once how superficial the minds of women 
were—-But what was my surprize when 
instead of wishing to withdraw the sub- 
ject, she appeared to be perfectly at home 
upon the most abstruse, and sometines 
appeared even sensible—We then took 
up the question whether the abilities of 
women were equal to those of men, a 
question upon which I supposed no argu- 
ment could be advanced on the aflirma- 
tive. She, however, overthrew every 
thing I advanced to the contrary, until at 
length I became almost convinced. When 
I retired to my pillow I could not avoid 
reverting to my evening’s entertainnent. 
Pbegan really to think 


that Marian was! 


ble. 

Every lady I met seemed pretty only 
as she resembled Marian. Had she a 
blue eye, how much more expressive was 
Marian‘’s? Was it black how much more 
beautiful was Marian’s blue? Every one 
I met induced a comparison with Marian, 
until at length I have become so absent 
and so fond of thinking of Marian, that 1 
cannot well imagine why I feel so partial. 
I certainly cannot be in love? 

For the present, yours, Kc. 
U. C. BIUS, 
=== 
While the heart is still agitated by the 
remains of a passion, it is more suscepti- 
ble of a new one, than when entirely at 
rest. 
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THE BLUE-BIRD. 
From Wilson’s American Ornithology. 


When winter’s cold tempests and snows are no 
more, 

Green meadows and brown-furrowed fields re- 
appearing, 

The fishermen hauling their shad to the shore, 

And cloud cleaving geese to the lakes are a stee 
ring; 

When first the lone butterfly flits on the wing; 

When red glow the Maples,so fresh and so 
pleasing, 

© then comes the blue-bird, the heraid of Spring 

And hails with his warblings the charms of the 
season. . 


Then loud piping frogs make the marshes to 
ring; : 

Then warm glows the sunshine, and fine is the 
weather, 

The blue woodland flowers just beginning to 
spring, 

And spicewood and sassafras budding together, 

O then to your gardens ye housewives repair! 

Your walks border up; sow and plant at your 
leisure; 

The Blue-bird will chant from his box such an 
air, 

That all your hard toils will seem truly a plea- 
sure.— 


He flits thro’ the Orchard, he visits each tree, 


The red-flowing peach, and the apple’s sweet 
blossoms 


Y 
He snaps up destroyers, wherever they be, 
And seizes the Catiffs that lurk in their bosoms; 
Bte drags the vile grub from the Corn it devours, 
The worms from their webs, where they riot 
and weiter, 
His song and his services freely are ours, 
And all that he asks is in summer a shelter.— 


The ploughman is pleased when he gleans in his 
train, 

Now searching the furrows, now mounting to 
cheer him; 

The Gard’ner delights in his sweet simple strain, 

bi leans on his spade to survey and to hear 
iim; 

= ag ling’ring schooi-boys forget they’ll be 
chid, 

Whiie gazing intent as he warbles before ’em, 

In mantlefof sky-blue and bosom so red, 

That each little loiterer seems to adore hira.— 


When all the gay scenes of the summer are o’er, 
And Autumn slow enters so silent and sallow; 
And millions of warblers, that charm’d us before, 
Have fled in the train of the sunsecking swallow; 
The blue-bird, forsaken yet true to his home, 
Still lingers, and looks for a milder to-morrow, 
Till forced by the horrors of winter to roam, 
He sings his adiet in « lone note of sorrow. — 


While spring’s love! y season, serene, dewy, warm 
The green tace of Earth, and the pure blue of 
Heaven, 
Or love's native music have influence to charm, 
Or Svmpathy’s glow to our feelings are given, 
Stili dear to each bosom the blue-bird shall be; 
His voice, like the thrillings of Hope is a trea. 
sure; 
For, thro’ bleakest storms, if a calm he but see, 
He comes to remind us of Sunshine and Plea. 
sure'— 
=== 4 
For the Parterre. 
THE ESCRITOIRE—No. 15. 
By Simon Scribble, Esquire. 


Of all the vicissitudes and changes in 
nature, there are none I more cordially 
detest, than the periodical or equinoctial 
storms. To all_others we are flattered 
with the hope of a speedy conclusion, but 
to these destiny has affixed a limit which 
it will always accomplish if it does not 
exceed. Three days, horrible as the fa- 
ries aud certain as the fates, are marked 
for this issue of nature, when shé may 
purge herself of those gross and_ viscid 
humours, which without those frequent 
discharges would become insupportable. 
During the continuance of this unwel- 
come visitation, the heavens are envelop- 
ed in perpetual gloom anda * most villi- 
anous congregation of vapours,”’ assemble 
in the atmosphere to usurp the dominion 
of day-light, and cover the world with 
senseless obscurity. The whole system 
becomes relaxed and deranged, and the 
mind endued with sympathetic sensatians, 
loses its tone and elasticity, and partite 
pates in the general appearance of crea 
tion. It is not surprizing that thé na 
tives of the misty isle experience such 
frequent intervals of despondendy, and’ 
so often listen to the suggestions of des- 
pair, and close their existence by suicide, 
when we reflect that their atmosphere '§ 
generally loaded with clouds, and thab 
exhalations are indigenous to their clim- 
ate. The prevalence of this weatherpro 
duces weakness and depression, and in- 
capacitates us from reasoning clearly @ 
acting with firmness. 

Some persons pretend to deny that the 
state of the weather produces any effect 
upon spirits of general equanimity, # 





even influences in the slightest degre 
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those of a more variable character. But{ner in which they are related; and this, 
these are superficial enquirers into the| which I have told with such success, and 
human mind, and inattentive observers}to the midnight terrors of so many sim- 
of human actions. He who attends}ple souls, will make but a sorry figure in 
with precision to the developement olja written narration. However you shall 
disposition, will find that it is tinctured|have it. 

with the “hues of the hour,” and that} It was in the early part of—’s life that 
every mental impression bears the marks}he attended a hunting club at their sport 


of external origin. All our ideas are oc- 


when a stranger of a genteel appearance, 


casioned by sensible objects, conveyed toland well mounted, joined the chase, and 
the mind through the medium of the sen-| was observed to ride with a degree of cou- 
ses. If this be the case, it obviously fol-jrage and address that called forth the ut- 
lows that the parrallel idea will corres-| most astonishment of every one present. 
pond with the object which gave it birth.) The beast he rode was of amazing powers; 
and partake of its nature and properties) nothing stopped them; the hounds could 
of what description soever they may be.jnever escape them; and the huntsmen, 
Philosophers have observed, that dight|who were left far behind, swore that the 
comprehends a sentiment of gaiety and}man and his horse were devils rom heil. 


cheerfulness, while darkness inters the 


When the sport was over, the company 


opposite existence of dullness and depres-jinvited this extraordinary person to din- 
sion. If this be the case, the relative pro-|uer; he accepted the invitation, and as- 
portions of light and shade will producejtonished the company as much by the 
a graduated scale of feeling, and conse-|powers of his conversation, and the ele- 


quently, as the weather is clear or clou- 
dy, dejection or an exuberance of spirits 
will predominate. tt is indeed evident 
from our structure and conformation, 
that effects of this nature, will, with very 
few exceptions be produced; we often 
observe hew much the happy or misera- 


gance of his manners, as by his equestri- 
an prowess. He was an orator, a poet, a 
painter, a musician, a lawyer, a divine; 
in short he was every thing, and the ma- 
gic of his discourse kept the drowsy 
sportsmen awake long after their usual 
hour. At levgth, however wearied nature 


ble countenances ef our friends produce|could be charmed no more, and the com- 
asympathetic change in our own features, pany began to steal away by degrees to 


and may we not, by a parity of reason- 
ing, conclude, that the sombre tints ol 
visible vbjects infuses a corresponding) 
sadness in the soul, and that the com- 


their repose. Un his observing the society 
diminish he discovered manifest signs of 
uneasiness; he therefore gave new force 


to his spirits, and new charms to his con- 


plegion of the mind is occasioned, in|versation, in order to detain the remain- 
some measure, by the state of created na-|ing few some time longer. This had sume 
ture; though it cannot be denied, there/little effect; but the period could not be 
are many other principal and auxiliary|long delayed when he was to be conduct- 


causes independent of those we have no-jed to his chamber. 


ticed. 
— Do 


FROM LORD LYTTLETON’S LETTERS, 





‘The remains of the 
company retired also; but they had scarce 
closed their eyes when the house was 
alarmed by the most terrible shrieks that 
were ever heard; several persons were 


{* This letter may be considered one of the most/4Wakened by the noise, but its continu- 
lively ingtances of the power of the pen, inex-jance being short, they concluded it to 


citipg sublime and horrible sensations by 


meAns of mystery.”’} 


proceed from a dog who might be acci- 
dentally confined in some part of the 


Tobey your commands with some re-/house; they very soon therefore compo- 


luctance in relating the story of which 


sed themselves to sleep, and were di. 


you have heard so much, and to whichjrectly awakened by shrieks and cries of 
your curiosity appears to be so broadjstill greater terror than the former. 


awake.—I do it unwillingly, because such 


5 


Alarmed at what they heard, several of 





histories depend se much upon the man-}them rung their bells, and when the ser- 
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vants came, they declared that the horrid 
sounds proceeded from the stranger’s 
chamber. Some of the gentlemen imuve- 
diately arose, to inquire into this extra- 
ordinary disturbance; and while they 

were dressing themselves fer that pur- 
pose, deeper groans of despair, and shril- 
fer shrieks of agony, again astonished and 
terrified them. After knocking sometiioe 
at the stranger's chamber dvor, he answer- 
ed them as one awakened from sleep, de- 
clared he had heard no noise, and, rather 
in an angry tone, desired he migi:t notbe 
again disturbed. Upon this they return- 
ed to one of their chambers,and bau scarce, 
begun to communicate their sentiments 
to each other, when their conversation 
was interrupted by a renewal of yells, 
screams, and shrieks, which, trom the 
horrour of them, seemed to issue from the 
throats of damned and tortured spirits.— 
They immediately followed the sounds, 
and traced them to the stranger’s cham- 
ber, the door of which they instantly burst 
open, and found bim upon his knees in 
bed, in the act of scourging himself with 
the most unrelenting severity, his body 
streaming with blood. Un their seizing 
his hand to stop the strokes, he begged 
them. iu the most wringing tone of vuice, 
as an act of mercy, that they wouid re- 
tire, assuring them that the cause of their 
disturbance was over, and that in the 
morning he would acquaint them with the 
reasons of the terrible cries they had heard 
and the melancholy sight they saw. Alf- 
ter a repetition of his entreaties, they re- 
tired; and in the morning some of them 
went to his chamber, but he was not there; 
and, on examining the bed, they found it 
to be one gore of biood. Upon further in- 
quiry, the groom said, that, as svon as it 
was light, the gentleman came to the sta- 
ble booted and spurred, desired his horse 
might be immediately saddled, and ap- 
peared to be sects impatient till it 
was done, when he vaulted instantly into 






were immediately committed to writing, 
and signed by every one who were it. 
nesses to them, that the future credibility 
of any one, who should think proper to 
relate them, might be duly supported, 
Among the subscribers to the truth of this 
history are some of the first names of 
this century.—It would now, I believe, 
be impertinent to add any thing more than 
that I am 
Yours, &e, 
——— 


A MELANCHOLY MAN, 


Has a head haunted, like a house, with | 


evil spirits and apparitions that terrify 
and frighten him out of himself, till he 
stands empty and forsaken—He believes 
that he is broad awake when he is asleep, 
and asleep when broad awake—The fumes 
and vapours that arise from his spleen 


have sv smutched and sullied his brain 
(like a smoky room) that his understan- | 
ding is blear eyed, and sees all thing 
through a mist—His soul lives in his bo [ 


dy, .like a mole in the earth) that labour 


in darkness, casting up doubts and scrv- ' 


ples, waking that rugged and weary, that 
was plain and open before—His hair is 
so crooked that he fancies himself glass, 
and is afraid that every thing that comes 
near him will break him in pieces—- What- 
ever makes an impression on him is like 
a screw, the more it turns, the deeper it 
sticks—The temper of his brain beimg 
cold, earthly and dry, is apt to breed 
worms, which take up their eternal abode 
with him, “ nor quit him when he dies” 


——_— 


Fancy paints pleasures at a distance 
with beautiful colours, but possession ol 
ten takes away their beauty. 
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a7 The first vol. of the Parterre may be bad 
bound in boards at the subscription price, by #- 


his saddle, and rode out of the yard on plying at the publication office No. 108 Race St 


full speed.—Servants were immediately 
dispatched into every part of the surroun- 
ding country, but nut a single trace of 
him could be found; such a person had 
not been seen by any one, nor has he 
been since heard of. 

The circumstances of this strange story 





where communications &c. will be received. A 
letter Box is also placed at Messrs, Paosas? 
anv Jusrice#’s No 350 North Second strett. 





IP The price of the Parterre is three dolli 
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